ABSTRACT A databank for chemically synthesized genes has been compiled.
INTRODUCTION
The first paper on the chemical synthesis of a gene was published by H.G. Khorana and his co-workers in 1970 (1), but altogether not more than 40 reports on the subject have appeared until 1981. Recent years on the one hand have seen a dramatic improvement on the chemical methods of gene synthesis, and apparatus for mechanized gene synthesis have been made commercially available. On the other hand the increased rate at which biological proteins are isolated and at which their structure is elucidated, together with the development of protein engineering and protein design, have greatly increased the demand for synthetic genes and furthered their application. As a result the entries on synthetic genes have multiplied by a factor of approximately 12 in only six years between 1982 and 1987.
Being aware of the fact that for researchers as well as for industrialists it will become more difficult to keep track of the rapidly increasing reports on synthetic genes, we have started to compile a data bank which contains references and structural informations of all chemically synthesized genes and their modifications, as far as their preparation has been disclosed to the public.
Publications in non-refereed journals or congress proceedings as well as personal communications could not be taken into account. The compilation we publish here has the purpose of being a guide to the literature that is contained in our data bank. In this data bank, information, to-date, is available only through citations of the pertinent references. Implementation of the data bank to give information on the physical structure of all published synthetic genes is in progress. In this context we greatly urge authors of cited papers to help us maintain the data bank as accurate as possible by scrutiny and correction of data. We are also aware that in view of the enormous influx of scientific information we may have missed some entries. If this be the case, we encourage the authors to let us share their data.
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